And all whom it may.Concern. 


— 


1 
* 3 — 4 
=" — 


——— 


This was: Delhire# into the Kings hand, the 22 2. day of the Fourth 
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E whore the People of God called Suckers, ko are 
| { - haved und deſpiſed,and * fougar oken againſt, 
1 ; as people not kit to Jive, as they were that went be- 
C.) 1Cor. fore us, (a ) who were of the ſame ſpirit, power, & Life 
4%, and were as ve ure, n that they were aceounted as the of-ſcou- 
\  22+13- «ping of all chings, by that Spirit and Nature that is ef the world, 
(e and ſo the Scripture is fulfiſſod, (& be that is born of the fleſh per ſe- 
© . euteth bim that if bern of the Spin We have beens ſuffering people, 
| under every Power & Change, and under every profeſſion of Religion 
-  <that hath been;fic bornghe pawer in tion theſe 12 
3 e fre a i t chrowithe'old Ene- 
my which bath continull red/againk us, nt only in the 
prefane prople of the Nation, but alſo in e profeſſion of ſort; 
and feds of Religion, we have ſuffered under, and been perfecu- 
ted by them all; Even ſome p ſronted Ecgriſoned till death; others 
their bodies bryiſed till death;ftigmatized,bored thorow the tongue, 
gagged in the momtbtoc * pi thorow Tor pe goods 
= a Boiled, our bodies o or three years impriſoned, with much more 
that might be ſaid, whichis well known tothe Adlers thereof; and 
be this done not for the wroyging of any man, nor for the breach of 
any juſt Lam of the Nation, nor for evil doing, nor deſiring any evil, 
or wiſhing eny hurt to any wan, but for Conſcience ſake towards God, 
becauſe we could not bo to their worſhip, and becauſe we could 
FE not maintain 4 Miniſtry, which Minifry we could not jeyn with nor 
IH ' own; do we look upon it to be unjuſt to maintain them, we receive 
Ky nothing fom, nor cannot truſt our Souls under their Feachin 
IG who Teach for hire, aud Divine for money, which the Prophets of £ 
3 Lorderyed wo againft ; And Chrift ſaid « bireling was @ Thief ang, 
te. Jet 4 Robber (c and would fly becauſe be was an bireling; And they are 
- 10-12,13- maintained by Tithes, contrary to Chriſt and the Apoſtles Do- 
ch Heb.z, Arine{e)who ſaid the Prieſt band was changed that took Tithes,and the 
12. 8 them, and who witneſſed C HR IST JESUS 
- tobe the Everlaſting Offering once for al, who ſaith, ſuch an High- 
Prieft bath become us which-is holy, barmleſſe, undefiled, ſeparate from 
Fo, 5 Hnners, and made bigber tben the Heavens, who in t dayes of bis fleſh, 
w when be bad 1 7 up proyers and ſupplications, with ſtraug cryes 
I and Tears, unto bimthat was able to ſave bim from death, and was 


heard 
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= - that ed ory 72555 9775 Sou r nv he ed - 
the things whic wed,Ce and being made perfect became the n 

Ant bor of Eternal Saf . — Wet obey ws And for obe- (meh * 

dience to bim and his commands (do we ſuffer) who hark ſaid ſwear 2 

not at all, (f) And he ſaid Call no dan Maſter por” earth, for ye have one (Nat. 

+ Maſter in Heaven; and who hath faid How can you believe that ſeek 54.312 
* © Honour one of another, and not the Honour that come: ou God onely, - — a 

* and who hath ſaid let p Les be Lea, and your Nay, Nay, fer 

ö whatſoever tees 1 cometh of evil; And becauſe we cannot 

reßß⸗ s,which is contrary to the Apatles Doctrine and pratiiſe | 

_ hath ſaid, (g)ef « Truth God is no 955 of Per ſons, Ft 9 (end. | 

Nation he that feareth God, and workgth Righteouſneſſe is accepted of pin.  - + 

bim; And the Apoſtle Fames exhorted his Brethrehv4t to bave be 

Faith of our Lord 75 Chriſt with reflt of perſons, fer if you refpett 

you commit ſin, aud are convinced of the Law as Tranſgreſſors, 

EG to chis Faith and Beru, we are made eg 

{ors by the Powers of the Earth, becauſe we cannot reßeũ perſons, and 

commut ſin, und be made Tranſgreſbrs of th Law of God: Ind this 

hach been the onely ground and caſe of our ſuffermgs, becauſe 

we oheyed the Command of Chriſt, the Author of our Eternal ſal- 

vaio, and obſerved the Apoſtles Doirine aud pratiiſe, and not for 

ang ather caxſs orend have our ſufferings been, but for Conſcience 

ſake, becauſe we caunot bow to mens wills and e contrary 

to the Command of Chrift Feſus our E verloſt ug Prieſt, King and | 

Prophet, whom we — wich our ſpirits, and worſpip in that, which 
the World calls Hereſie (b.) N (b)AR.24 

And now becauſe that ſeveral of ou, who are moſt concerned 14- 

in this Government are not acquainted with our principles and pratii- 

ces, neither have known ar Tangcency and ſufferings, and the Old 

Enemy.by whom we have ſuffered,at this time being ready to in- 

cenſe and inſtigate, and infuſe ſecretly into the id of chem, who 

are ſtrangers to , againlt whom we beve not tram ſgreſſeil, neither 

do. we deſire to give any juſt occaſion of eſſtuct ro theſe preſent 

Governors, who 5% have not done us much wrong, in making a- 
ny Law againſt us, that we know of; And we do believe woul 

not, if ye didrightly underfhind or” Iarocency and Integrity 

nakedneſi and ſingleuiſi m our earriage'toiverdy «/l' men upon the 

face ol the earth, and if ye would but *xamine and ſcratch ori 

our carriage and behaviour towards all mens perſons , Souls 

and Eſtates, if thefe things wete ſearched out and Exam d 


A 2 thorow 


\ 


- Cauſe, and clear our Innecency, who hath ſaid vengeance is Mine, aud 


* 


thorow the Nations, and that 5 . — were let into 


- youf minds from others words, which proceed from ſecret envy. 


Malice and hatred, & not from any juſt ground they have againſt us, 


but as ir is from a contrary ſpirit and mind, as it was in the em 


azainff Chrijt,and in, all others againſt the Apoftles,ſo it is the lame 
nom againſt us, but this we commit tothe Lord who will plead aur 


T will repay.it; And now that they know we cannot ſwear, nor 
take n Oath for Conſcience ſake, but have ſuffered becauſe we could 
not take them; Now do the Magiſtrates of ſeveral Countyes of 
the Nation, through the ſuggeſtion of the Priefts envy, which is 
inveterate againſt us, Tender us an Oath,which they call the Oath of 
Allegiance, with ſeveral ther Engagements, what their own wils can 


vent, on purpoſe to enſngge we, that upon the denial thereof they 


may caſt us into Priſon, & have already caſt ſeveral of us into priſon at 
their own pleaſure. % Oden = declare to takg of all 
Jealuſies, Fears aud Snfþitions of our Truth and Fidelity tothe King, and 
tbeſe 2 22 our intentions & Endeavours are and 
hall be Good, True, Honeſt and Peaceable towards them, and that 
we do Love, Oun, and Honour the King and theſe preſent Governours, fo 
far a they do rule for God and his Truth, and do not impoſe anything 
upon Peoples Conſciences, but let the Goſpel have its free paſ- 
ſage through the conſciences of men, which we do not know 
that they have(by any Law as yet impoſed; And if they grant 
liberty of Cofcience towards Gad and towards Man, then we know 
that God will bleſſe chem: For want of which hath been the 
overthrow of all that went before them: We do not defire any li- 
berty that may juſtly offend any ones Conſcience, but the Liberty 
we do deſire is, that we may keep our Conſciences clear and void of 
effence towards God and towards men, and that we may enjoy our 
civil Rights and-Liberties of Subjedis, as freeborn Engliſh men And 
this we do in the preſence of the Lord declare, not in flattering 
Titles, but in reality and truth of our bearts, and (hail manifeſt the 


ſame; Now that we, may be clear in the preſence of the living 


God, and of all juſt and moderate men, that they may not 
have their hands in Blood and Perſecution as thoſe have had that are 
gone befare, and that they may not be ignorant of u, and of our 


principles and practice, & ſo receive information againſt us from 


others envy, which may be contrary to our very principles, and 
the truth as it is in Jeſus; Therefore that we may be free 17 
ä t 
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F the Lord, and are eftabliſhed in Righteouſneſſe, and are far from 4 
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the blood of all men, (i) & that they may not have a hand in Perſecu- (i Ad. ac 
ting and 972 the Innocent, whole cauſe Grd bath pleaded 28. 
and will plead. "We do therefore inform the Governors of this 
Nation high and low; That we are a. People that delire the 4 
good of all People and their peace, and delire that all may. be ſa- (+) 1 Tim 
ved, and come to the kyowledge of the Truth (K,) the Way and the 2 4. | 
Life, which is Chriſt Feſus, the Everlaſting Covenant, which is gi. ac. 3.47. 
ven fer a Light to the Gentiles, and to be the Salvation to the ends of * 
the Earth, and all the Nations that are ſaved mut walk, in this 2 
Light of the Glorious Goſpel, which hath ſhined in our hearts, and given : 
rs the light of the Knowledge ofgthe Glory of God in the Face of J. ſus 
Chriſt. And to this Light wEeire& Peoples minds, that every one 
in particular may have a Teacher and Teſtimony according to the | 
Righteouſneſſe of Faith which ſpeaketh on this wiſe; The word | 
is very nigh inthe beart and in the month. (I) And if every one would 4 =o Rom 
come to this, there would be a feeling of Gods Juſtice and Righ* * © 
tesuſneſſe, and our intencs to be juſt Innoeent and Righteous, | 
who hath ſaid, I will come neer to Judgement, and be a ſwift x itueſſe (m)Mal 
againſt theorcerer and Adulterer,and falſe Ports) 2 yo 

Now if every one would turn coghts witneſſe in their own Con- 
ſciences, this would keep from oppreſſing and perſecuting of others 
wit haut cauſe, for God is coming to teach bis People himſelf, by his 
own Light and Spirit, who hath ſaid, it is written in your law, you | 
ſhall be all taught of God, (u) which many of us now do witneſſe; (11.1, 
for which cauſe are we perſecuted, tbe children of the Lord ate taught 45. 


* 
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Oppreſſion. (o) Cine 

he Teſtimony that we have born, hath been chiefly againſt the 13,4. 
Prieſts, Teachers and Profeſſors of theſe Nations, that are out ofthe i 
Life & power; for when it pleaſed the Lord to reveal his Son in us, 
we ſam them to be abſolute deceivers of the People and betrayers of 
their ſouls, for they lead them wholly from that of Gd in them 
to the letter of the Scripture without them, and to their own In» 
ventions and Immagixations and meanings which they (peak, who are 
not taught of God theraſelves For, for all their high profeſſion, 
there is ſcarce one of them that dares ſay they have the infallible 
Spirit of God, the ſame as the Apoſtles had, that gave forth the 
Scripturez The Apoltle ſaith that which may be known of God is 
manifeſted in them, for Gad ſhews jt unto them. No Peaple can retain 
God in their knowledge and worſhip him as God, but firſt they 
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mult como to tbat of God in them 3 But theſe Teachers deny this Do- 


&rme, and have manifeſted themſelves ſeveral wayes to all ſober 
minded People, to be men xot fearing God, and are not true to their 


Principles; for who have minded them, aud ſeen their Carriage 


and Behaviour in all theſe Ebayges that have been theſe 8. years 
(which have been many, as may be further manifeſt, ) for there 
have been Changes of G#vernments, of Parliaments and Protector 
ſeveral in theſe Eight years, and all theſe have been warned not 
to uphold theſe Priefts contrary to Peoples Conſciences, but that 
every one might have their Liberty, that they that would have 
them might maintain tbem, and thegythat could not receive their 
Doctrine, might not be forced to maintain them; but this would not 


ſatisfie their Covetow Pradlice, but they went on in the way of 


Cruelty, Perſecut ing and Oppreſſing the Innocent, and caſting into Pri- 
ſer, and took trebble Dammages, aud foiled their Goods, and made 


Havock of poor Peoples Encreaſe and Fruits of their Labours; nei- 


ther would the Magiſtrates hear, but ſuffered them tb go on in 
their Perſecution, and upheld them 5y Lam to theopprefhng of the 


Innocent, until the Lord by his mighty Power overturnell them,and 


brokg them one after another z#and thoſe Priefts turned to every Po- 
Mer, and every Government, as it turned; and made Petitions, and 
Addreſſes, and Acknowledgements to every Change of Government, 
and Conformed to every Power, and ſhewed much Love and Zea! 
to every preſent Power tor their own ends, though many of chem 
vere Inftrumentcs to throw others out; Yet t h theit De- 
ceit and Subtilijes have kept themſelves in, in all theſe Times, and - 
Changes, - - 

Nom let any honeſt hearted People judge, whether thefe be 
found Principled men, that can turn, conform, and trau form to every 
Change according to the Times Whether theſe be fit men to Teach 
Fenk Zut their Fruits are manifeſt, and God doth diſcover 
them more and more, that they canuot proceed much longer; Their 
Folly is ſo much made manifeſt, they haye uſed their utmoſt en- 
deavors to cauſe Perſecition to continue upon us: But, che Lord 
hath ſeen it, and ve commit all co him, & can freely ſay, Tbe La 
forgive them for what they have done to ur, (y, But for the bearing our 
Teſtimony againſi them for the deceiving and betreying of poor ig- 
norant People that are Hind, and led by them that are into 
the dich, (We cannot but in pitty and love to Peoples Souls bear 
our Teftimony agaiuſt then, Therefore have our Sufferings 1 
. 5 c 
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| | — (79: Od * 
eatiſe wo defire 9 of all People, and the Salvation of their Souls; 
and this is all we , and Suffer for, that all might come tothe 
| 2 of the Lord, who faid, They ſhould al know bim, from the 
| leaft to the greateſt, 2. . d a 
We are « People that follow after thoſe things that makg for 
| Peace, | Love, and Dany, it is our defre that others feet may walk 
4 in theſame,and do deny and beare r againſt all, 
+ - Strife, and Wars, and Contentions that come from t 
warrimthe members, that warr againſt the Soul, which we wait 
for and watch for in all People, and love and defire the good of 
all; for no other cauſe but love tothe Souls of all People, have our 
ſufferings been, and therefore have we been numbered amongſt the 
Trauſgreſſort, and been accounted as ſheep for the Lausen as our 
or 
bef 


Lord and Maſter was, who is the Captain of our Salvation who is gone 
ere u, Whothough he was a Son, yet learned he Obedience, by the 
1 things that be ſuffered, who ſaid my Kingdom is not of this World, if 
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Teſt imony we m 
L our Weapons are not Carnal but Spiritual, (4) w 

1 Backe, our Cheeks, and our Hair to all profe 
| and Power to be ſmitten, who have done it to purpoſe, which 
the Lord bath overturned, who were often warned by us, under 


whom we have undergon cruel ſufferings. And now Tovare come up 


into the Thron# to be tried, we cannot but warn you in your day 
io do elan to love ade .) whereby the violence of the wicked 
might be ſtopt, which is 

fo we deſire and aNo expedt to have the liberty of aum Con ſc ieuces and 
| juſt Rights, and outward Liberties us other people of the Nation, 
| which we have promiſe of from the werd 7 a. King, that we may 
; not be made a prey upon by the prophane envious People and Prieſts 
| which we have born our Teſtimony againſt their corruptions, 
1 who thirſt not onely after our Eſtates & Liberties, but our blood alſo, 
* who have already begun to ſearch our Hon ſes and to apprebend our 
| „ Members, & coſt them into Priſon, there tò be kept without bail gr main- 
b priae, under pretence as if we were Thieves Murderers or Tr 
torg who are Enemies co no mans Perſon upon the Ext 


b 
daa vour to take away our hves. Trea ſin, Treac hery, aud 
falſe Dealing we do utterly deny, falſe dealing, ſurmez3ng, 


- 


(r)Heb& 


e Luſts that 


my Kingdom were of this world, ¶ ſ)then would my Servants figbt, but my C1 
T Kingdom is not from hence; This is he that comes to ſave mens lives, and 
| . not to deſiroy ibem tand this is he that is our Lord & Meſter, whoſe (t)Luk-9.; 
uſt ſeal with our blood, if it be required of us; And 56. 

han given eu (4) 2Cort 

ions, out of the Life 10.4. 


which they cannot lay to our charge, —— they en- 
re 


Or 


eren 


+ 


0 
* 0 4 
Joh. 9 
% 
3 


= 4 : 5 
4 ” a 
— 0 * 3 9 


r your own good, and proſperity. And i n 
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A W E in the Unjty of the Spirit, and Members of Chrift, do Sub- 


the truth in plainneſſe an eſſe of heart, and all 
our ons is your good, and Peace, an Lore, and Unay,and this ma- 
ny thouſands wi ſeal with their blood, who are ready not onely to 


we. . but to ſufſer, but only that the blood of the Innocent may 


not come npon your ſelves through falſe informations. 


Given forth the 5th of the Mages Fell, 
=. - fb Month, 1660. | 


une 


cribe, and Witneſſe to the Truth of this, and in the OY: of 


% thoſe in the ſame Unity, 


George nx _| Gerrard Roberts, 
Richard Hubberthorne, 


Samuel Fiſher, 
Joſeph Fuce, 
Gobert Sikes, 
Amos Stodert, . 
William — 


nd ow 1 x bros Aer when be ee: 2 
Melee, who are B e eee 


to bear my Teſt imony —— to be offered 2 

2 Faith, and to an Accum the Ho fer in 

my 7 ce] that Aketh accor tot fe, who w 
Lord to leave my Houſe and Family , and 


to come 
Two Hundred Miles to theſe" Things before Who to the 
4 e es : 


A. F. 
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4 . or 2 es eee any 4nd hag upon the Face "of the bab, pO 


